HOW TO USE THE PAD

Thie Sereanwriter’s Initinl Draft Pads are 0o e wsed for works in progress. The non-repro Blee grid lines
fosllow current professional screenplay format to help you maintain format when writing by hand, For greater oase,
e Bave imcreased the horeontal line height o our paper (o 18 pl, as opposed o the 12 pt, standand of 8 ovped
prge. Therefore, handwrillen pages will nsually prodece a seript page that is two-Lhirds capacily of 2 Eygeed page.
Seripls writhen on Initial Dralt Pads are altimately meant (o be transeribed into a typed, Gnished produet,
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A sereenplay is prinded on 8 127 X 1" threeshole-punch paper, bound by two bmss 85, 1 17 brsds, Use fwo Tsleners, beaving out the
mikhdle lcde. Wo ather Bielng is professiomally scceptable

A dereepplay consiste of o tifle pecte sl W= 120 { recomenended b aeripd pages, prided o only ane gide,

Title ﬁm

1=tk showld be vertically and horizontally centersd on the titls pages, the title in all copitals. Under the title 35 the word "by, ™ Toll craned
on the same hne with the author’s name m apper-lowesr caze. I more than ones wrter conenbuted to the first draft, an ampersand separates
their names, WA nules have changed; the wrter contibuting the most to the senpt 1 bsted first on both spec and production senpts. The
wiord “and” 12 wsed when a significant rewaibs contrbotion has been completed by o anter other than the ariginad deaft worers:

BRIDERS O THE CHARACTER ARC
by John Doe & Jack Smith
and Jill Hill

Your confict information shoulbd be fush left B0 ihe tremsition margin of the bodfom, right side of the pagge. I vou ave an agiend, Ueedr
el informetion dlwak] b usesd in lew of your own

John Doe and J1I11 HiLL

P.O. Box 1

Sunshine Valley, California
my firstscresenplayfaserver.com

T peasumremicnts we ise [or the Soreamwritars Intinl Draft Pad are sed on irehostry stanedards and are measunesd ininches, They
ey dliffer from soame soreemwiling compuder girodnum lommals, which vary widely.

s ripdion s action: Lol marging 147 righil mandin, 0,97 wiily, 627,

Dl LMt prargin 2,07 righil mangin, 2.57; widih, 537,
Charscer Cuie; L parginn, 427 o Al mardin

Saperl el s L0 prearginn, 367 gl mangin, 2.97; wikhth, 207,
Traansitions: L praargin 6.17; gl moangin, 0097 widthy, 1.57.

Paga mnawlsers are laced] sl fghd o ik Diesg e of (e pageo, stamiog on page 2, (D red. paomdsss thee Dt page, ) Use dashes ToF bmckeling
A miEleT (EXAMPLE: -2} inetedd of a pefiod alter & paimbss (EOAMPLE: (3, T atse is a0 ineenlor fessivaod Tof scciis iamil= g o s Tl
shiodbng el amly, Wirkikng commmercss two e spaces hensath e page momber,

!‘-u:lr Eli i-- .'ilb athl e ugeper-lower case (ol all capitals) bmeketed by quote morks on the top of the first page. Leve two linespaces and
wrile FADE 1M:, flush to the el margin

*Movie Title*

FADE TH:




FADE [N: shoadd not be used angrwbere clse i the sereenplay: This trsdittonally indicates the fim is fding i from opsring credits. Mover
indicate credits. Where credits go s deteredned by someone else in the production chain

E.I'.‘E' m-t-Ec space, then, ol ush rghd, add FADE OUT. FADE OUT {erded in @ perod) appsears nowhens ¢lss in the screcenple: THE END
fursdedimed) cam ales be certercd alter leavirg amother bne-space. This is oplioral, s it is redoundant to FADE O0UT,

FADE QUT.

THE EHLD

%- twsce {one extra ine-space } between soenes. Scenes are not noambsered in spec scripts. Alsays begin o soene with s scens hending
Mever end a page with a scene headirg. A page should end with action, dialogoe or a Erredbion

Hesclirg®s are also called shaglives. Headings are alwins inoall capitals

A master soene has thres parts The fing inclicites the keaticn of the camera INT. B used 58 an sccepiled abbrevition fr [NTERIDE and

Ih"l'l' fer ENTERICE. 16 the camers moves quickdy from sadsors 19 indeots within the same s, voi can ase B TOANT, The seoond pan
of & master scvne pevials the store-location of the scene, preferably described in ane or two wonds such as BROWNSTOMNE MANSION or

KITCHEN, The third past of & master scene exists s technical informagion for the lightirg crew, Use anly DAY or MIGHT Mewver use time-

specill: terma sach a8 DUSK or DAV, These we relevant 1o bghting personne| and ae inappeopriate in o scresnplay as there are no asch

eoe s I cine ot langiage

From cuedoors, o character may see insde theough a windoew and vice-veraa—ihe charactier might be walking cutside of 5 groecery store and

theough the window ses someone purchasing food. The headng would resd: EXT. GROCERY STORE. Or the man inside the grocery store

miight e 3 woman walking past outside. The heading would read: INT. GROCERY STORE

Example of master soens headling

IRT. LIVIHG ROOM = RIGHT

Cither envirctmenial deeails that m et £ B incloded ina I'rm'h:i wonlld b dage, time, dream or imagination, the st twe always
written as FANTASY These sort of detadls ase placed in parentheses, Bush to the right e

EXT. LAKE = KNIGHT (SUMMER 2006 )

INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY [ FANTASY )

T exit a Fariasy 1o @ readity soeme, enel your nesxt slog line with THE PRESENT. fush mght, in parentbeses. THE FRESENT mears a retm
bo whakever passes for the present incyour story: inthe past, as noa period picce, or in Ehe Biure, as in scence Bolion

The s rules appdy 10 FLASHBACES as for FANTASY headings
Il iy envvirermmerilall ditanl of @ master soene dhanges, il represents & new sovene and & new masler heachng is adcled

Sepandary hasdings indicate a chabge in Feeaion within the mmsster soens; they may indicate passape of time; they can be imsed [of insens
angd imlercuna

T ireelicmte an sctor's clange of lecation through comtinous acikn within s master scons, use the stcondary hesdirg KITCHEN
IHT. LIVING BRODM — HIGHT

Katherine and Michael watch television.

EATHERINE
Popeorn. I need popcorn.

Eatherine stares at Michael expectantly, sighsloudly, and rises from the couch.
EITCHER
Fatherine pours popcorn into a bowl and pours a variety of spices over it.

Use secondary headirgs o show o chamge of where the camera is lookirg within & master scene:
DEMHIS

pulls his wallet out and hands it to the

POLICEHAR

who keeps his eyes on Dennis. He glances for a second at the wallet.




LATER iz a secomslry leoadingg uses] Lo sheow theat (e soepse pumges: Lo s ler ot in G witbat deaeging keesle, OONTIMUOLS sleald
mvarr b misesd i@ sereengilay; all soemes are sulomabically considered contimmes onless oflserwise noded.
Hecoiwlary lesuBngs alse inchele alowing imsers:

INSERT — ADVERTISEMEMNT

which reads: SINGLES WEEKENDS. DON'T BE ALOME. JOIN US FOR A WEEKEND OF DANCING,
SWIMMING AND DINING.

BACK TO SCENE is o starul-alors heseling which is vsesd 1o comse oub of an insen sl leick indo the meeter seope
Dssrmgslion sl Bl 18 mmesde up ol only Do Chings: whel i@ seon on eoreen e wlial is heand on screen. Nothing olse

“Slorw, ddan 1ell”

D arigt oy Alecaibidl Bee siipde, sctive, gpecific, evecative, and visasl, v glsabl aiggest movenseil. Ugse verbe amd nod which create visial
aepeEory el ppdilory ivegges, Ut ecopmmd’ of Baghiage, Remembser, vour goal i o peke e scrpd snsy 1o pemwl

Al apsaking chamelors are capdialize] whemn thay ase lirst inrechessd, Charscters withoanl speaking parts aro ral capltalized, Inmrecien &
afuraEctof by sl pouswled-GIT s (onless wnaded tweiiy-of ), Descrilse oy sldolitely mecesaary detalls

GABRIELLE, 25, windswept, enters the shop, clinging onto packageas as if they
would blow away.

A chameter's meibure should e detemimsd solely by bis or her actions sl shoubd never b desenbssd i the seripis Inomovels, thee writer is
alllowed] 8o Lelll us how the charmcter feels and ERnks. Soreenpligs are visual ad e diaseder’s ineer life showbd be shonn Ehroagle Uhesir
dledisions wwl dalegue. Arvthing a chanrecier does, mnging from kissing someone with st or sagiping o Gee in anger Lo the slightest
mEmnrensm - nervees oogh - revsls sometbing aboul who hal charsctier really i=. Whal wounld son see on e screen? Mo dacder
wollhl stope the ory onsoreen, Lam Be e saplience aoed explain it aned nefther shoudd e wiiler, Adions speak boueler 1lan wornds.

ajor and miror clemclers are given romes, Bl somme manes chorcters argl all theose withowt speaking parts are aseldly descriled by Cleir
gt ian, sisch az Elevalar Operabor, Walliress of Bastailer, To dilfereitiale these clamiors Vou mad wanl Do give D imiqiseness @icl
e Aging Elevator Operabor or Heotile W reas

Character i Fowe oy foanes Bl you flcdakl dse el prines ey nanes in all dialsgie capions (D i (ol s alsiie a line of
elisdogiee], Al the oalwer rames el e ased i tho descripliodaction sectiond,

Paserihcticads havre cnly two ises. The Arst S to changs drectionads; e, the direction Coowheodm e speakaT 8 molressing:

EATHERINE
Ellen, I amgoing to be alright.
(to Michael)
Tell her, will you, please?

Thie seronid nse of perendsdicals is te reveal o change in voioe,

EATHERIHE
iwhispering)
Tell her, will you, please?

Mever iise & parerihetical o ditect sotors, You misst show whal voal inbend yoisr claracter te sy aod e o say it thaoagh the dialogise
Hever use a parenthetical bo describe action or deseripdion.

EVERYEODY's
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